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Notes on translating | Dreamed a Dream
Tigers or Wolves?

I understand that most Les Mis people who have seen an
English production will expect that the word “2 % tigers”
appears in the Chinese lyric for the English line “but the tigers
come at night”.

In fact, it is “JiL 7 les loups™ that was in the original French
lyrics.

I am not quite sure why in English translation “tiger” was used
instead, probably for its two syllables for singability (Anyone
can shed light on this? Thanks!). In Hugo’s novel, the man who
destroyed Fantine’s life was Tholomyes. He was not such a
charming hunk as a tiger, but an unattractive man with a look
older for his age (receding hairline, missing teeth and unhealthy
skin colour). He won Fantine’s heart by his eloquence (as the
mastermind of a group of four law students, so 4 wolves in my
lyrics) and by offering her some financial support (a ‘ransom’
to be paid with her miserable life later). It is probably more
accurate to describe him as a wolf (in sheep's clothing) rather
than a tiger.

This song is one of the earliest Les Mis titles | started
translating, but I am still unsatisfied with my lines for the
paragraph, probably due to my tiger-or-wolf dilemma. Any
suggestions would be highly appreciated!
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